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OVERVIEW

01. Executive Summary

THE MONTH IN BRILF
The risk this week sat on Iraq’s edges, not in the capital: cross-border drone strikes in the
Kurdistan Region, ISIS activity south of Kirkuk, and armed suspects shooting security
personnel in the south. Baghdad saw protests, assaults and arrests; Anbar and Nineveh were

calm,

334 30

126 30f5

Explosions struck Iranian Kurdish opposition
facilities in Erbil Governorate on 12 Oct, and 3

protests, assaults and arrests, and clashes on
17 Oct [Verified].
drone hit the Kurdistan Democratic Party of
¥ Coming week. Further drone strikes on
Iran headquarters in the Khalifan area on 17 . "
e ol opposition sites in Erbil Governorate are likely

Oct Verified). Two strikes in six days point o

[Assessment: likely). Keep clear of known
a sustained cross-border campaign rather than

opposifion compounds and confirm routes in
a single retaliation [Assessment: ikely).

the Khaiifan erea before moving (Section 6).
Separately, an unidentified aerial strike hit the

Al-Khaliwiyah erea of Diyala on 11 Oct [one  Coming month. Expect confinued 1€D and

source). ambush risk around clearance operaticns
south of Kirkuk, and recurring armed
InfIC S ED) Kiled e ey o car mnd controntations with wanted or drug-trafficking
wounded three personnel during a clearance. oy, in Maysan and Basra [Assessment:
operation in the Zghaitoun Valley on 14 Oct, ik}

and the army pursued ISIS members there

two days later [Verified]. In the south, wanted WORKING ASSUMPTION

suspects shot dead an Interior Ministry Plan for a stable Baghdad and a volatile
member in Maysan on 14 Oct, and a security periphery. A strike with casualties inside
member was killed in a clash with drug dealers

in Zubair, Basra, on 17 Oct [Verified].

Erbil city, or an ISIS attack on a main road
in Kirkuk or Diyala, would raise the

Anbar and Nineveh were caim, with only fations! pictine by ons ties [Atssasmetit
foutine criminal-justice activity recorded Hkaly]

[Verified]. Baghdad saw graduate and student
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